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Transport bureau wrong to deny researcher's request for railway suicide details 

Officials breached code on data access 

quest by a universiiy &rearcher for 
ininmationon railway suicide inti- 
dents. an Ombudsman's lmesnga- 
don hasmndudcd 

Thecare, repanedbythesvnhzy 
MominpPartlnMay, highllgh~edthe 
needro raise governen! amen- 
of its abli~ation under the code, the 
watchdod;ed harepon. 

The verdict has ~ romoted  the 
government to m&an emb-- 
ingu-turn LastF"dsy,theTranspm 
and Housing Bureau, formerly the 
Enriranmeni. Transport and Work 
Bureau, releared the infomation 10 
Fu Kiie~wa 14 monrhs aher he Bed 

Kong. sought infomitioo on rui- 
ctdesshcel997. HewtedtoImm 
thedate. h e .  locationand sewtity 
ofeach incident. the age and sexof 
the"icumandlheeUecl0"f;unIer- 
vices. The data helps analyse the 
PBectiwness of d w a y  ~ e e " d 0 0 n  
inprwenangnucidc. 

But the burem, rejecledthir on 
pounds of prlwcy. s y h g  one m d d  
idenllh. h e  individual cancemed by 
matching the infornration given in 
prem reports on suicides 

Mi Fu later appealed lo the heOrn 
budsman, who ruled in hisfawuin 
Januarythir year But the buu~aude~ 
Bed the ruiing, prompting a full in- 
verfigaiion by ,he watchdog in 
March. 

Concluding the case i n s  anal 
repon rhiSrn0"L. the Ombudsmds 
achowledpd the bweau's priva~y 
",""ern. 

But if raid I! would be LL m d a  
repofis LaI contained personal in- 

Need to know 
The government has , 
received 22,847 data 
requests since 1995 ...................................................... 
ThenumberdmunUr~fusMdurinl 
thelame perjod ., 

formation not the data diJclosededbv 
the bureau. 

Although the mde m i d o r m a -  
tionmnybe*ilhheldiftheeVvgood 
reason, the watchdog said the go". 
ernment should not interpret the 
code as aduec~ivefo*ilhhold Wor- 
matioa'wemncludethat theEnvi- 

roment.  Transmn and Work Bu- Mr Fu raid the eovernment v d  h d m a n v  exmrer todermdermw 

I h i r  l m p k  the government would 
notberamnribleoraccoun1~blelor 

ceded to," a bureau spokeswoman 

neu and und~srandmgofihecode." 
shesad 

ces. i dm"la".and peaond re 
cards heldbyihegoMmmen1. 


